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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PORT 0 00249 20181 1Z 
ACTION DLOS-09 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO ACDA-12 AGRE-00 AID-05 
CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO EB-08 EPA-04 SOE-02 DOE-11 FMC-02 TRSE-00 
H-02 INR-07 INT-05 IO-14 JUSE-00 L-03 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 NSF-02 OES-07 OMB-Ol PA-02 PM-05 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 /156W 

084703 211017Z/20 

R 201750Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1905 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 

UNCLASPORT OF SPAIN 0249 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, TD, VE 

SUBJECT: VENEZUELA REPORTEDLY DETAINS 46 TRINIDADIAN 
FISHERMEN 

REF: PORT OF SPAIN 3769 

1 . DESPITE SIGNING OF TRINIDAD-VENEZUELA FISHING 

PACT (REFTEL), WHICH HAS NOT YET BEEN RATIFIED, TRINIDADIAN 
FISHERMEN CONTINUE TO EXPERIENCE DIFFICULTIES WITH 
VENEZUELANS IN GULF OF PARIA. IN LATEST INCIDENT, REPORTED 
IN "EXPRESS" AND "GUARDIAN" JANUARY 20, FORTY-SIX FISHER- 
MEN AND 17 BOATS WERE SEIZED BY VENEZUELAN NATIONAL GUARD 
("GUARDIAN" SAYS COAST GUARD) ALLEGEDLY ONLY TWO MILES 
FROM POINT CEDROS (IN TRINIDAD), AND TAKEN TO PEDERNALES 
WHERE THEY ARE NOW IN CUSTODY. 

2. "GUARDIAN" ARTICLE QUOTES VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PORT 0 00249 20181 1Z 

AS SAYING THAT THE INCIDENT WAS RESULT OF "AN HONEST 
MISTAKE" AND THAT HE HAD REQUESTED HIS GOVERNMENT TO 
RELEASE THE FISHERMEN AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. HE 
CALLED THE SEIZURE "MOST UNFORTUNATE" AND URGED THAT 
SOME TRANSITIONAL SOLUTION BE FOUND TO THE FISHING 
PROBLEM PENDING RATIFICATION OF THE TREATY. 

YOHN 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 
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Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PORTO00249 
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Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 
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Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780032-0726 

Format: TEL 

From: PORT OF SPAIN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 40/aaaabhjp. tel 

Line Count: 62 
Litigation Code IDs: 
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Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
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